THE RAPE OF LVCRECE. 

As each vnwilling portall y eelds him way, 

Through little vents and cranies ofthe place, 

The wind wafres with his torch, to make him ftaie, 
And blowes the fmoake of it into his face, 
Extinguiihing his conduit in this cafe. 

But his hot heart, which fond defire doth fcorch, 
Puffes forth another wind that fires the torch., 
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And being lighted, by the light he {pies 
Lvcrecias gloue, wherein her needle {ticks, 

He takes it from the ruihes where it lie’s, 

And griping it, the needle his finger pricks. 

As who fhould fay, this gloue to wanton triekes 
Is not inur’d j returne againc in haft, 

Thou feeft our miftrefte ornaments are chaft. 

But all thefe poore forbiddings could nbtftay him, 
He in the woift fence conifers their deniall: 

The doresjthdwindjthe gloue that did delay him, 
He takes for accidentall things of triall. 

Or as thofe bars which flop the hourely diall, 

Who with alingring ftaie hiscourfe doth let, 
Till euerie minute payes the howre his debt. 
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So Co, quoth he, thefe lets attend the time, 

Like little frofts that {bmetime threat thefpiing, 

To ad a more reioyfing to the prime, 

And giue the {neaped birds more caufeto fing. 

.' Pain payes the income of ech precious thing, (lands 
•••*• Huge rocks, high winds, ftrong pirats,fhdues and 
;.The marchantfeares, ere rich at home he lands. 

Now is he come vnto the chamber dore, 

That ihuts him from the Heauen ofhis thought. 
Which with ay eelding latch, and with no more. 
Hath bard him from theblefled thing he {ought. 

So from himfelfe impiety hath wrought, 

That for his pray to pray he doth begin, 

As ifthc Heauens fhould countenance his fin. 

Butin the midft ofhis vnfruitfull prayer, 

Hauing foliated th’eternall power, 

Thar his foule thoughts might copaffe his fair faire, 
And they would ftand aulpicious to the howre. 

Euen there he ftarts, quoth he, I muft deflowre; 

The powers to whom I pray abhor this fad, 

How can they then aflift me in the ad ? 
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